San José Arts Advocates Candidate Questionnaire - City Council Primary Election 2026

ABOUT YOU

Please provide your name as it will appear on the ballot: Vy Dang
What office are you seeking? San José City Council, District 5

Are you an incumbent in this office? No

Do you now or have you ever held elected office(s)?
If so, please list title(s), jurisdiction(s), and years in each office.
N/A

Where's your hometown? Vietnam
What is your current city of residence? San José, California (District 5/ East Side)
What is your highest level of education? Vocational Certificate in Cosmetology

What is your current primary vocation/occupation? Community leader, former TV news anchor
(VietToday Television), emcee, and small business owner

Do you have an arts background of any kind?

If so, please explain.

For over 15 years | have served as an emcee and host for cultural events, Lunar New Year (Tet)
festivals, charity galas, and community talent shows in San José’s Vietnamese-American
community. | organized and hosted youth talent performances (2017,Ai2023), introduced
performers, and helped create spaces for singers, dancers, and artists to shine in front of hundreds
of families. As Miss Vietnam Global 2017,Ai2018, | used the platform to support cultural programs
and mentor young performers. My media career as a TV anchor also involved storytelling that
celebrates our community’s culture, traditions, and creative voices. These experiences taught me
how arts bring people together, preserve heritage, and give youth confidence and opportunity.

ABOUT YOUR CAMPAIGN

Please share your candidate statement as it will appear in voting materials.

I'm Vy Dang, a Viethamese refugee who fled to America after 1975 and grew up right here in East
Side's District 5. Like many of you, | learned English on the fly, worked tirelessly to support my
family, and built a life from scratch—immersing myself in our community to understand its needs
firsthand.

At VietToday Television, I've anchored local news, demystified city policies for limited English
families, and empowered voters with bilingual guides on elections, ballots, and civic engagement.
Through in-depth reporting and community forums, I've amplified diverse voices, fostering informed
discussions on public safety, housing, and economic growth. As emcee for Tet festivals, charity
galas, neighborhood meetings, and cross-cultural events, I've connected thousands of
Viethamese-American, Latino, and working-class residents—building coalitions to address shared
issues like youth programs, senior support, and small business vitality. My media and hosting
experience has honed my skills in listening, uniting, and advocating for underrepresented groups.
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If elected, I'll deliver results: strengthening police and first responders to reduce crime; cutting
bureaucracy and enhancing protections for small businesses; providing rental aid, multilingual
services, and affordable utilities for immigrants and families; and investing in job training, parks,
senior centers, after-school initiatives, and opportunities to uplift our youth.

What is your campaign budget? $50,000
How much have you raised to date? Approximately $25,000, $6,000 loaned to myself

How many doors have you personally knocked to date? How many are you committed to
knocking before Election Day? 1,200+ doors knocked to date

ABOUT THE ARTS

What is your perception of the current state of arts and culture in San José? (250 words)

San José’s arts and culture scene is vibrant and full of heart, especially in diverse immigrant
neighborhoods like East San José and Little Saigon. Community festivals, talent shows, murals,
dance performances, and cultural celebrations bring thousands of families together every year and
help preserve the traditions that make our city special. Organizations and individual artists are
doing incredible work with limited resources, creating spaces for youth expression, cross-cultural
understanding, and economic activity through events that draw visitors.

However, many creatives and small arts nonprofits are struggling. Rising costs, lack of affordable
studio or performance space, and outdated city plans have left gaps. Post-pandemic recovery has
been uneven, and neighborhoods like District 5 still feel under-invested compared to downtown.
Public art is too often concentrated in certain areas while East Side corridors and parks could
benefit from more murals, sculptures, and cultural programming that reflect our Viethamese,
Latino, and Asian communities.

| see arts and culture not as a luxury but as essential infrastructure for community pride, mental
health, and neighborhood safety. When young people have creative outlets, they stay out of trouble
and build confidence. When festivals thrive, local businesses sell more and tourism grows. San
José has the talent and the diversity, we simply need stronger city leadership and funding to unlock
its full potential.

How would you define the role of arts and culture in San José’s economy? (250 words)

Arts and culture are powerful economic drivers in San José. They fuel tourism, support small
businesses, create jobs, and make our city more attractive to talent and investment. The Transient
Occupancy Tax (hotel tax) already recognizes this connection—visitors come for our cultural
festivals, public art, museums, and vibrant neighborhoods like SoFA, Japantown, and Little Saigon.
Every dollar invested in arts generates multiplier effects: hotels fill up, restaurants thrive, local
vendors sell goods, and creative workers spend in our communities.

In District 5, cultural events and talent shows directly support immigrant-owned businesses and
youth entrepreneurship. Artists and performers contribute to the gig economy while helping retain
young talent who might otherwise leave for more arts-friendly cities. Updated Cultural and Public
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Art Plans would ensure equitable growth—bringing murals, performances, and creative hubs to
East San José so every district shares in the economic benefits.

Affordable housing and workspaces for artists (via tools like AB 812) would prevent displacement of
the very creatives who make San José culturally rich. Strong cultural districts preserve historic
character while spurring commercial revitalization. In short, arts and culture are not just “nice to
have”—they are smart economic policy. They build community cohesion, enhance quality of life,
attract visitors, and create the inclusive prosperity that makes San José a world-class city. Investing
in them pays dividends for everyone.

Were you familiar with SJAA before receiving this survey? No

ABOUT OUR PRIORITIES
The following questions are directly related to SJAA's current advocacy priorities.

Would you support reallocating the current 40% General Fund set aside from the Transient
Occupancy Tax (aka TOT or Hotel Tax) to arts, culture, and tourism programs? Why or why not?
Yes. San José’s hotel tax revenue exists because visitors are drawn by our culture, festivals, and
creative energy. Reallocating the current 40% General Fund set-aside back to arts, culture, and
tourism programs is a smart, targeted investment that directly supports the industries generating
the revenue. It would stabilize funding for nonprofits, public art, and cultural districts without
raising taxes. As someone who has emceed cultural events that bring thousands of people (and
tourism dollars) to the city, I’ve seen firsthand how underfunding arts weakens the very economic
engine we rely on. This reallocation honors the original intent of the TOT and ensures every
neighborhood, including East San José, benefits.

As an alternative to reallocation, would you support setting FY26-27 as the baseline for
General Fund revenue from TOT and dedicating net new TOT revenue to arts, culture, and
tourism programs? Why or why not?

Yes. This “growth-based” approach is responsible and forward-looking. It protects existing General
Fund services while automatically directing new revenue (from increased tourism) to the sectors
that create it. It creates a sustainable, dedicated funding stream without disrupting the current
budget. | support this as a strong complement, or alternative, to full reallocation because it grows
with our city’s success and ensures long-term stability for arts and culture.

Would you support efforts to fund updates to the City's Cultural Plan and Public Art Master
Plan, both of which expired several years ago? How would you do this?

Yes. Expired plans mean we are making decisions without a clear, community-driven roadmap. |
would support funding updates through a combination of dedicated TOT revenue, general budget
allocation, and grant opportunities. As a Council member | would prioritize this in budget
negotiations and partner with SJAA and the creative community to ensure the new plans reflect all
neighborhoods, including District 5’s cultural assets like Little Saigon. Timely updates will guide
equitable public art placement, cultural district development, and long-term investment.

Would you support efforts to establish local cultural districts in San José, such as SoFA,
Japantown, La Avenida, Little Saigon, and more? Why or why not?

Yes, strongly. Cultural districts preserve heritage, stimulate local economies, support small
businesses, and create vibrant public spaces that reduce blight and strengthen community identity.
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Little Saigon in East San José is a natural fit and a jewel for District 5; formal recognition would
unlock resources for beautification, events, and economic development while honoring our
Viethamese-American community. | would champion these districts because they celebrate
diversity, drive tourism, and give residents pride in their neighborhoods.

Would you support efforts to provide affordable housing for the creative workforce leveraging
State Assembly Bill 812 (2023)? Why or why not?

Yes. Artists, musicians, performers, and creatives are essential to San José’s identity and economy,
yet many face the same housing crisis as working families. AB 812 gives cities tools to create
affordable housing specifically for the creative workforce. | support using it because stable housing
allows artists to stay in San José instead of being priced out, keeps our cultural ecosystem alive,
and prevents the loss of the very talent that attracts tourism and investment. This is pro-housing,
pro-arts, and pro-economy.

Do you believe arts and cultural nonprofits with budgets under $2M should be required to
perform annual audits in order to be eligible for city grants? Why or why not?

No. Professional audits cost tens of thousands of dollars, money that small nonprofits (many of
which are grassroots cultural groups serving immigrant and youth communities) should be
spending on programming, not paperwork. Smaller organizations already operate with strict
transparency and reporting requirements. Imposing costly audits creates an unnecessary barrier
that could silence the very community-based arts groups that do the most important work. |
support streamlined, reasonable accountability measures (such as enhanced financial reporting or
third-party reviews) that ensure good stewardship without bankrupting small organizations.

OPEN FORUM

What are some other ideas you have for increasing City support for arts and culture?
Integrate arts into existing city infrastructure: require public art components in new parks, libraries,
and community centers in every district, especially East San José.

Launch a “District 5 Creative Corridor” pilot—murals on key corridors, pop-up performance
spaces, and youth arts workshops tied to after-school programs.

Partner with small businesses (like salons, restaurants, and shops) to host rotating art exhibits or
live performances, creating micro-grants for artists.

Create a “Creative Workforce Retention Fund” using a small portion of TOT revenue to offer artist
live-work incentives and studio space in underused city properties.

Expand youth arts programming through partnerships with schools and community centers, free or
low-cost classes in music, dance, visual arts, and digital media to build the next generation of
creators.

Host an annual East Side Cultural Festival with city support, spotlighting local talent and generating
economic activity.
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What do you wish we had asked but didn't?

How arts and culture can support mental health, immigrant integration, and youth opportunity in
working-class neighborhoods. In my experience emceeing events and covering community stories,
I’ve seen how creative expression helps families heal, builds bridges across cultures, and gives
young people purpose and pride. | would love to explore city policies that treat arts as preventive
public health and economic development tools, especially in diverse districts like mine.



