San José Arts Advocates Candidate Questionnaire - City Council Primary Election 2026

ABOUT YOU

Please provide your name as it will appear on the ballot: Scott Hughes
What office are you seeking? San Jose City Council District 9

Are you an incumbent in this office? No

Do you now or have you ever held elected office(s)?
If so, please list title(s), jurisdiction(s), and years in each office.
No

Where's your hometown? San Jose, CA. | left Colorado Springs at 18 years of age.

What is your current city of residence? San Jose

What is your highest level of education? Sonoma State University - Kinesiology

What is your current primary vocation/occupation? Chief of Staff - Vice Mayor Pam Foley

Do you have an arts background of any kind?
If so, please explain.
No

ABOUT YOUR CAMPAIGN
Please share your candidate statement as it will appear in voting materials.
True leadership is about showing up and putting in the work.

For over 12 years, I've shown up for District 9 by addressing problems in our neighborhoods. I've
worked with many of you to find solutions to our most pressing issues.

We're in a time of great challenges. You and your family deserve leadership that inspires action,
unites communities, and delivers results. As a Chief of Staff to Vice Mayor Pam Foley, I've been on
the job every day.

As your Councilmember, I'll advocate for more police officers and support our first responders to
ensure every neighborhood is safe. I'll continue addressing housing and homelessness by finding
innovative solutions that work for everyone. We must support small businesses and champion
policies that create jobs. I'll lead investment in our roads, parks and open spaces to improve the
quality of life for all.

I'll ensure your collective voices are heard and drive city decisions. I'll always work for you, not the
special interests.

I'll continue to bring to City Hall a clear vision, transparency, and commitment to accountability -
that's why I'm endorsed by Vice Mayor Pam Foley and District 9 neighbors and leaders.
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Let's ensure that our neighborhoods are clean, safe, and thriving. | respectfully ask for your vote.
ScottforSanJose.com

What is your campaign budget? 100,000

How much have you raised to date? $60,000, Contributed less than $2000

How many doors have you personally knocked to date? How many are you committed to
knocking before Election Day? 5000/7000

ABOUT THE ARTS

What is your perception of the current state of arts and culture in San José? (250 words)

As a participant with the Chamber's Leadership San Jose program, | was grateful to be exposed to a
significant portionof the Art and Culture within the City of San Jose. | was proud of our city for its
freedom of expression, and the diversity that was in place and continues to grow.

However, as | began to explore more of the arts and culture within our city, while it is rich and
diverse, our city starved for more, and our artists are just starved.

As | valued the opportunity to explore our City's diverse culture and the expression of art, it was
apparent that like most facets of our city, it was tremendously underfunded, and not valued for the
economic driver our arts and culture really is and brings to the city.

How would you define the role of arts and culture in San José’s economy? (250 words)

The role that Arts & Culture play within San José’s economy is essential to the success and vibrancy
of our city. While we seem to look towards business for the economic success of our city, it is the
Arts and Culture that are the fabric or the glue that binds our community, and a big reason
businesses choose San Jose, and a big reason people want to live in San Jose. Our Arts and Culture
are the reason people choose San Jose over other smaller South Bay cities.

Were you familiar with SJAA before receiving this survey? Yes

ABOUT OUR PRIORITIES
The following questions are directly related to SJAA's current advocacy priorities.

Would you support reallocating the current 40% General Fund set aside from the Transient
Occupancy Tax (aka TOT or Hotel Tax) to arts, culture, and tourism programs? Why or why not?
I would advocate for a greater allocation than the status quo, but 40% may not be the sweet spot. |
do agree with an increase in funding, but | would need to understand the impact of the amount of
the increase to 40%.
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As an alternative to reallocation, would you support setting FY26-27 as the baseline for
General Fund revenue from TOT and dedicating net new TOT revenue to arts, culture, and
tourism programs? Why or why not?

| am going to be completely transparent, this is challenging given our current fiscal state and its
unpredictability. We need to continue to look at all of our departments to understand how they can
run most efficiently. Until we begin to experience some stability, | would not be able to make that
level of commitment.

Would you support efforts to fund updates to the City's Cultural Plan and Public Art Master
Plan, both of which expired several years ago? How would you do this?
Yes. | would first look toward our TOT.

Would you support efforts to establish local cultural districts in San José, such as SoFA,
Japantown, La Avenida, Little Saigon, and more? Why or why not?

Yes. The establishment of local cultural districts would be an economic driver for these areas, and
provide economic security for the local districts, as well as for the City of San Jose.

Would you support efforts to provide affordable housing for the creative workforce leveraging
State Assembly Bill 812 (2023)? Why or why not?

Yes. | am in favor of affordable housing regardless of its occupants. But this type of housing would
also ensure we continue to have arts and culture in our future.

Do you believe arts and cultural nonprofits with budgets under $2M should be required to
perform annual audits in order to be eligible for city grants? Why or why not?

While | tend to believe in protecting and being transparent with the taxpayers dollars, we have to
understand how burdensome some of the reporting can be. We need to be able to be flexible for
those nonprofits who are not provided much funding.

OPEN FORUM
What are some other ideas you have for increasing City support for arts and culture?

What do you wish we had asked but didn't?



